






handicappinge T i q u e T T e  a n d  r u l e s

definiTions

Course Rating – the mark that indi-
cates the playing difficulty of a course 
for a scratch golfer.  It is based on 
yardage and other obstacles to the 
extent that they affect the scoring 
ability of the golfer.
Course Handicap – the mark that 
indicates the number of handicap 
strokes a player receives from a spe-
cific set of tees.
Slope Rating – the mark that indi-
cates the playing difficulty of a course 
for a player that is not a scratch golfer 
compared to the Course rating.  It 
is based on the yardage and other 
obstacles to the extent that they 
affect the scoring ability of the player.
Equitable Stroke Control – the 
downward adjustment of individual 
hole scores to be more representa-
tive of the player’s scoring ability.

Course Handicap Max per Hole

9 or less Max 2 over par

10 to 19 Max score of 7

20 to 29 Max score of 8

30 to 39 Max score of 9

40 or more Max score of 10
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Most Likely Score - is the score a player 
must post for handicap purposes if a hole 
is started but not completed or if the player 
is conceded a stroke. The most likely 
score consists of the number of strokes 
already taken plus, in a player’s best judg-
ment, the number of strokes the player 
would need to take to complete the hole. 
This number may not exceed the player’s 
Equitable Stroke Control limit.
Scoring Record – a file composed of 
the most recent 20 scores posted, plus 
any eligible tournament scores along with 
the Course Rating, Slope Rating, Course 
name and date.
Peer Review - is the process of provid-
ing a reasonable and regular opportunity 
for members of a golf club to play golf 
with each other (see Decision 2/8) and 
of providing access to scoring records 
and a Handicap Factor list for inspection 
by others, including, but not limited to, 
fellow members and the club’s Handicap 
Committee.
Tournament Score - is a score made in 
a competition organized and conducted 
by the committee in charge of the com-
petition. The competition must identify a 
winner(s) based on a stipulated round(s), 
and must be played under the principles of 
The Rules of Golf. 
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definiTions

POSTING SCORES:
• Post a 9-hole score if only 7 holes 

are played
• Post an 18-hole score if 13 or more 

holes are played.
• Post all scores on courses that have 

a Course and Slope Rating.
• Post all Tournament scores with a 

“T”.
• Post all away scores.

DO NOT POST A SCORE:
• When fewer than 7 holes are played.
• When made on a course during the 

inactive season.
• When course length is less than 

3000 yards for 18 holes (or less 
than 1500 yards for 9 holes)

• When the condition of the competi-
tion does not allow for the use of 
14 clubs.

• When the course has no Course and 
Slope Rating

• When player uses non-conforming 
clubs, balls or tees.

• When an artificial device is used.
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Unfinished Holes – If a player starts 
but does not complete a hole or has 
been conceded a stroke the payer shall 
record the ‘most likely score’.  Score will 
not exceed ESC.
Holes not played / Not played under 
the rules of golf – If a player does not 
play a hole or does not play it under 
the rules of golf (E.g.: Mulligan) the 
player shall record par plus any eligible 
handicap strokes.  Score will not exceed 
ESC.
Handicap Competitions – In singles 
and partner competition, the low handi-
capper shall play off scratch while the 
competitor plays off the difference in the 
course handicaps.  The player receiving 
the strokes shall take them in the order 
assigned on the scorecard.  When play-
ers are competing from different tees 
remember to add the additional strokes 
for the difference in the Course Ratings.  
In mixed competitions players receive 
strokes based on the respective gender 
stroke allocations.
Allocation of Handicap Strokes – 
Please see Section 17 of the Golf 
Canada Handicap Manual.



handicapping
e T i q u e T T e  a n d  r u l e s

Course raTing
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The Course Rating is based on yardage or 
the effective playing length and obstacles 
to the extent that they affect the player’s 
scoring ability.  The EPL can be affected by 
a number of factors: Roll, Wind, Elevation, 
Doglegs, and Altitude.  The obstacles used 
for a course rating are:
• Topography – difficulty of the stance in 

the fairway.
• Fairway – effective width of the landing 

area.
• Green Target – the size and shape of 

the green in relation to the length of the 
approach shot.

• Rough and Recoverability – the existence 
of rough in the landing areas

• Bunkers – the existence of bunkers and 
the difficulty of recovery.

• Out of Bounds/Extreme Rough – the 
existence of Out of Bounds and Extreme 
rough in the landing areas.

• Water – the existence of water in the land-
ing areas.

• Trees – the strategic location, size, height, 
density and the difficulty of recovery.

• Green Surface – the contour and the nor-
mal speed of the greens.

• Psychology – the mental effect on play 
created by the presence of a combination 
of difficult obstacles.



Other publications available from Golf Canada:

Rules of Golf
The definitive document containing the official Rules of Golf 
used by all golfers.
Decisions on the Rules of Golf
An essential reference book for all golf clubs, Rules officials 
and tournament organizers. Includes answers to over 1200 
questions about the Rules of Golf.
Handicap Manual
This manual includes a complete description of the Golf 
Canada Handicap System including the Course Rating 
System.
Questions?
Submit your questions about the Rules directly to Golf 
Canada by visiting the Golf Canada website. The “Ask the 
Expert” link can be found under the Rules of Golf menu.
www.golfcanada.ca

Love the game. 
Grow the game.
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Love the game. Grow the game.

 “Tell me your number        
and let’s play a round!”
Millions of scores are posted each year by 

Golf Canada members to track their handicap 
for competition and for fun with friends.

Find out more about the benefits of 
becoming a part of Canada’s largest golf 

community. Visit golfcanada.ca/join
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Golf Canada
Love the game. Grow the game.

As the governing body of golf in
Canada, our mission is to grow
participation, excellence and passion
in the sport while upholding the
integrity and traditions of the game.

golfcanada.ca

Golf Canada
1333 Dorval Drive, Suite 1
Oakville, Ontario L6M 4X7
Tel: (800) 263-0009
golfcanada.ca
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